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THE use of advanced technology to 
curb fraud, corruption and cyber-
related crimes received a massive 

boost when the Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research (CSIR) and Special 
Investigation Unit (SIU) agreed to collabo-
rate in capacitating the country with fraud 
and corruption prevention tools.

In late August 2022, the Head of the SIU, 
Advocate Andy Mothibi, and the CSIR CEO, 
Dr Thulani Dlamini, signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) expressing their 
commitment to sharing expertise and skills 
to drive research, development, and inno-
vation in the fields of data science and 

information and cyber security. 
The signing of the MoU between the 

two government entities signals a coordinated 
effort to enhance the use of technology to 
fight the scourge of corruption and malad-
ministration in the country. The organisations 
agreed to collaborate on a variety of strategic 
areas, which include: enhancing data analytics 
and sharing, digital forensics, information and 
cybersecurity, artificial intelligence, distributed 
ledger technology or blockchain and cyber 
infrastructure support. 

The partnership will see capability building in 
the development of digital investigation tools, 
digital forensic investigations and analysis, 
cloud, and high-performance computing to 
uproot cybercrimes before they occur. 

Speaking at the signing ceremony in Pretoria, 
the head of the SIU, Adv. Mothibi, lauded the 

collaboration as a step in the right direction to 
fighting cybercrimes.

“Our partnership with the CSIR is in line with 
the SIU’s strategy of detecting fraud and cor-
ruption early and having systems in place that 
prevent these crimes. We live in a digitised 
world and criminals are using technology to 
their advantage – we cannot be left behind. 
The expertise and technology that the CSIR 
are offering the SIU are needed in order to ful-
fill our mandate. We cannot fight crime alone, 
which is why this partnership is important to the 
SIU,” said Adv. Mothibi.

Dr Dlamini hailed the partnership as critical 
saying that it forms part of the continuous role 
that the CSIR is playing to support a capable 
state. 

news - opinion Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/kznindustrialnews

CSIR and SIU join forces in deployment of 
advanced technologies to curb corruption

CSIR CEO Dr Thulani Dlamini and Head of SIU 
Andy Mothibi

THE Durban Chemicals Cluster (DCC) 
Accelerator is officially open for appli-
cations. This outstanding initiative is 

now in its fifth year and continues to effec-
tively drive localisation and enable trans-
formation with black industrialists, thanks 
to eThekwini Municipality and big business 
(FFR, H&R, NCS Resins, Sherwin-Williams 
and Sapref)  who support the programme. 

“The aim of the Accelerator is to iden-
tify high potential, black-owned, local busi-
nesses within the chemicals sector and bring 
them alongside large-scale firms who are 
potential customers,” explains Meghan King 
from the Durban Chemicals Cluster. 

“It’s a process with a mutually beneficial 
goal in mind; the small, black industrialists 
realise their full potential and the large cus-
tomers achieve strategic sourcing commit-
ments by improving supplier capacity, capa-
bility, compliance, and competitiveness.”

According to King, the Business 
Accelerator has seen remarkable success 
over the last five years. “55 new commercial 
partnerships with emerging entrepreneurs 
have been established and over R61m in 
new commercial opportunities have been 
unlocked. This is in addition to the 870 new 
jobs that have been created.”

Applying small businesses are screened 
for suitability and to get through this they 
need to be South African, 51% or more 
black-owned, have an annual turnover of 
less than R170 million, be registered with 
CIPC, be tax compliant, have been in opera-
tion for at least a year and able to offer prod-
ucts or services into the chemicals industry. 

Qualifying candidates are then invited to 
a workshop where mentors and specialists 
help the candidates refine their business 
pitches which are then presented to large 
customers in a ‘Dragons’ Den’ setting.

“This is a really exciting part of the pro-
cess!”, explains King. “The small business 
owners present their potential to prospec-
tive clients from the chemicals sector. The 
‘Dragons’ ask questions and then decide 
who the top winners are - but it doesn’t end 
there. 

The top pitches stand a chance of  
winning cash prizes on the day and all small 
businesses whom the Dragons see as hav-
ing potential will be taken on a business 
mentorship programme facilitated by the 
DCC wherein they develop a business case. 

The goal of this process is to get the small 
businesses to a point where the large com-
panies are comfortable to unlock a commer-
cial commitment, become customers, and 
support the SMEs in meeting the require-
ments of sustained supply.”

If your business meets the Accelerator 
requirements and is ready to take it to 
the next level, apply before 30 September 
2022 through this portal: https://www.jotform.
com/212575929010050".

Accelerate your 
small chemicals 

business to  
success

A4 (300mm x 205mm)
“The fight against corruption and cyber-

crimes is a major issue in South Africa. The 
work of the CSIR contributes to the creation 
of a capable state amongst other things. 
Through this partnership, the CSIR will utilise 
its research, development, and innovation 
capabilities particularly in the areas of data sci-
ence, information security, blockchain and arti-
ficial intelligence to support the SIU’s efforts 
to combat corruption and cybercrimes,"   said 
Dr Dlamini.

REDUCED A4  
(270mmm x 170mm)

200mm x 135mm

150m x 
100mm

100mm x 
65mm
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FOLLOWING the acquisition of Rexroth 
Filtration by Hengst Filtration GmbH in 
2021, Hytech Fluid Technology HFT) has 

been appointed the sole distributor of Hengst 
Filtration products to customers across sub-
Saharan Africa.  Hengst has been developing 
sophisticated filtration solutions for more than 
60 years, to guarantee long and safe runtime 
of engines and systems. HFT is proud to 
extend these solutions to local customers. 

HFT now offers the Hengst range of hydrau-
lic filters for industrial and mobile hydrau-
lic applications (previously manufactured by 
Rexroth Filtration). This includes breather fil-
ters, tank mounted filters/return line filters, 
inline filters, block mounting filters, suction 
and replacement cartridge filters, and filter ele-
ments. In addition, HFT will now offer custom-
ers the OPM-II oil cleanliness monitor and the 
WGM-Aqua Sensor, from the Hengst range of 
condition monitoring solutions. 

“The filtration product range remains, the 
exception being the VacuClean,” explains 
Sandor Bottyan, General Manager, HFT. 
“These products are manufactured in the same 
factory by the same specialists, but now carry 
the Hengst branding”. The part numbers for 
items currently in market and on file will remain 
the same; the product packaging will bear a 
new seal, stating “Formerly Rexroth Filtration”.

HFT extends the same support to the Hengst 
Filtration GmbH product range, as it did with 
Bosch Rexroth Filtration. As such, the Hengst 
Filtration Range is the preferred industrial 
filtration range within HFT and is fitted to all 
Hydraulic Power Unit (HPU) builds as a stand-
ard. Hengst guarantees that its filter products 
conform to all international standards and 
regulations, enhancing performance and low-
ering total cost of ownership. “Hengst Filtration 
GmbH is an ISO accredited organisation, 
certified compliant with ISO 45001:2018, ISO 
14001:2015 and 9001:2015,” states Bottyan, 
reiterating the manufacturer’s commitment to 
safety and quality.

Bosch Rexroth’s commitment is that the 
Hengst products will be the preferred product 
range, for at least the next 5 years follow-
ing the manufacturer’s acquisition of Rexroth 
Filtration. Hengst and Bosch Rexroth AG have 
also contractually agreed to minimum offtake 
of products and pricing schedules, states 
Bottyan. 

Hengst Filtration GmbH, the German manu-
facturer of high-tech filtration products, includ-
ing filter elements and hydraulic fluids, falls 

into the Industrial Sector of parent company, 
the Hengst Group. The acquisition of Rexroth 
Filtration was in line with the company’s strat-
egy to achieve growth and expansion in the 
industrial filtration sector. 

HFT is a Bosch Rexroth South Africa Group 
company. 

HYDRAULICS & PNEUMATICS

Vacuum dehydrators enable high  
performance of hydraulic systems

HYTEC Fluid Technology (HFT) is the 
official distributor of Hy-Pro vacuum 
dehydration units, manufactured in the 

USA by Hy-Pro Filtration. These units continu-
ously and efficiently remove contaminants – 
including the “invisible enemy”, water – from 
hydraulic oil. This reduces the need for costly 
maintenance of filter systems and machinery, 
extending the life of the hydraulic oil and 
machinery. As the local value-added distributor 
of Hy-Pro equipment, HFT is authorised and 
technically skilled in the installation and service 
of this range of vacuum dehydrators. 

The Hy-Pro unit is safe, easy to operate and 
install. “This technology is so versatile that it 
can be deployed in any industry sector. HFT 
has successfully installed static assemblies in 
the power generation, petrochemical, oil and 

gas as well as pulp and paper industries, and 
receives positive feedback on a regular basis,” 
comments Cameron Milner, Technical Division, 
HFT. 

The Hy-Pro dehydrator removes free, emul-
sified and dissolved water, as well as gases, 
from hydraulic oil. It achieves this by heating 
the oil and passing it though a vacuum cham-
ber, where the dissolved gases and water are 
boiled off. The oil is then passed through a 
particulate filter which automatically removes 
all particulate matter from the oil. This extends 
component and bearing life, as well as the use 
life of the oil.  

The dehydrator system includes a pre-pro-
grammed, relay-enabled control panel. This 
provides the unit operator with full access to 
the necessary functionality of the machine, 

inclusive of the monitoring telemetry for rela-
tive humidity (RH) percentage, ISO cleanli-
ness, temperature and pressures.  

HFT is a leader in vacuum dehydration 
technology, which it has supplied direct to 
customers for 12 years. During installation, 
HFT ensures the correct installation/fitment of 
the discharge line, suction line, and the water 
drain line. In addition, it carries out operator 
training, as well as servicing and maintenance 
of the systems as per customer service level 
agreements. 

“We also have our own rental fleet of 
machines, available for short- or long-term 
hire,” explains Milner.

The Hy-Pro unit carries a factory safe war-
ranty of 12 months and is backed up with 
support and service agreements from HFT, 
which holds stock of all serviceable parts and 
replacement components.

FESTO pride themselves on providing 
cleverly designed components. 

Continuing with their absolute 
Automation 2.0 campaign that focuses on 
Pneumatic Automation solutions, they created 
an analogy between their tubing and bronchi-
oles located in the human body. 

In anatomy, bronchioles carry air into 
the lungs. This is the same with the Festo 
Transparent PUN-H-T Tubing that conveys 
pressurised media to actuators, valves, tools 
and other components. 

The combination of the PUN-H-T and the 
range of fittings guarantees the effective flow 
of media from one point to another. 

They ensure the optimal, trouble-free opera-
tion of your systems and are resistant to 
hydrolysis. 

Available in six different colours, the tubing 
and fittings can be used in environments with 
high moisture levels and in numerous stand-

ard applications in the food industry and more.
Connecting and releasing are made simple 

by the push-in QS fittings in the standard 
Festo quality with the proven sealing and 
release principle. Not only is the kink-resistant 
PUN-H-T easy to install, its resistance to 
hydrolysis protects it from cracking even when 
in contact with water up to 50°C. 

In addition, the black version is UV-resistant 
and can thus be used outdoors.

The transparent versions make it easy to 
detect particles, moisture and oil in the tubing. 
This provides an easy and effective way of 
monitoring the condition of any potential risks 
to your system. 

Further to this, the benefits include food-
grade approved FDA listed material and resist-
ance to microbes. 

In addition to their PUN-H-T tubing, the com-
pany recently introduced their latest Tubing 
PUN-H-F.

Food-compliant tubing and fitting 

The new food-compliant Tubing PUN-H-F 
meets the standards for use in the food indus-
try. Its high level of resistance to most media, 
chemicals and extreme corrosion make it 
stand out. Together with the NPQR fittings, it 
can be easily used in the food and packaging 
industry, particularly in places where it might 
come into contact with food. 

The kink-resistant tubing is also resistant 
to hydrolysis and microbes, making it ideal 
for high moisture environments or water at 
temperatures up to 60 °C. The "natural" colour 
variant of the PUN-H-F is suitable for applica-
tions with gaseous oxygen as the operating 
medium.

A large number of variants, threads and tub-
ing sizes make it suitable for different applica-
tions. Leaks are prevented by a chambered 
O-ring that is securely held in place. The food-

compliant design reduces edges where dirt 
could collect. This makes the push-in fitting 
very easy to clean and assemble.

Tubing and fitting for multiple applications

Distributor of  filtration products in Southern Africa
1/2 A3 - 200mm x 275mm

1/2 A4 - 150mm x 205mm

130mm x 205mm


